What Is A Green Job?

Oftentimes, people think that a green jobis a special or
new type of job. Actually, most green jobs are existing
jobs where a portion of the tasks performed are
considered green. For example, an architect may
design some LEED certified green buildings but the
architect still creates other designs too. This means
that most jobs have some “shade” of green. A
conservation scientist may be considered a dark shade
of green while a mechanic who works on hybrid
vehicles some of the time may be considered a lighter
shade of green.

A green job in New Mexico is a job that produces or
supplies goods or services for one or more of the
following green economy core areas:

Renewable Energy

Producing energy using renewable resources, and/or
providing services that support production, storage,
and transmission of renewable energy.

Clean Manufacturing

Manufacturing products that support green activities
and/or reducing production waste and environmental
impact.

Energy Efficiency
Providing services that effectively reduce the demand
for oruse of energy services.

Research, Development, and Administration
Providing services that contribute to the
development, support, awareness or overall success
of improved, cost-efficient technologies, and practices
for greenbusiness.
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| Want To Learn More About Green Jobs.
Where Do | Go?

It can be overwhelming when trying to figure out if you
would like to get a green job or more skills and education
for a green job. If you're looking to see if “green” is right
for you, visit www.greenjobs.state.nm.us. This website
has more information on green jobs in New Mexico,
including green jobs postings, and what it might take for
youto “green” your career.

Partners:
© New Mexico State University, Arrowhead Center
® Central, Eastern, Northern, and Southwestern
Workforce Development Boards
New Mexico Green Chamber of Commerce
New Mexico Public & Higher Education
Departments

Information gathered under the Green Jobs Labor
Market Information Improvement Grant was funded
by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
For more information on the grant, completed
analysis, and additional grant deliverables, please
view the “New Mexico Green Jobs Report: 2011,” at
www.greenjobs.state.nm.us.

New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions
Bureau of Economic Research & Analysis
PO Box 1928
Albuquerque, NM 87103

This workforce solution was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor's Employment and
Training Administration. The solution was created by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the official
position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or
assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any mformatlon on Imked
sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its c
adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. This solution is copyrighted b y the institution that created it. Internal
use by an organization and/or personal use by an individual for non-coi | purposes is p . All other
uses require the prior authorization of the copyrig
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How Many Green Jobs Are In
New Mexico?

Based on the results of a statewide private-sector
employer survey, in 2009 there were:
35,800 Private-sectorgreen jobs

5.9% ofthetotal private sectoremployment

Ofthose green jobs:
12,800 were considered primary green jobs
2.1% oftotal private-sector employment

Where Are New Mexico’s Green Jobs?

While green jobs are all over the state, the majority are
located in central New Mexico, in and around
Albuquerque. In 2009, there were approximately:

21,500 GreenlJobsin Central New Mexico
8,300 GreenlJobsinNorthern New Mexico
3,400 GreenlJobsinEastern New Mexico
2,200 GreenlJobsinSouthwestern New Mexico

Northern

Southwestern

What-Type of Green Jobs Are Available?

Core Areas

Not only are there green jobs all over the state but
there are green jobs in all four core areas and in all four
regions.

Energy Efficiency jobs make up over 50% of all green
jobs in the state and make up the largest portion of
greenjobsineachregion.

Clean Manufacturing jobs are strong in Southwestern
New Mexico (33% of all green jobs).

Research, Development, and Administration jobs are
strongin Central New Mexico (19% of all green jobs).

Renewable Energy jobs are strong in Northern and
Eastern New Mexico (17% and 16% respectively).

Industries
While most industries have some green jobs, nearly
60% of all green jobs fall within two industries:
e Professional, Scientific, and Technical
Services
® Speciality Trade Contractors

Occupations
Occupations that have a large number of green jobs
in New Mexico tend tofall under:

®» Engineering

e Construction

® Manufacturingand Maintenance, and

© Managementand Support Services

Of the top green occupations that have many green
jobs, which are considered the most green?
® Electrical Power-Line Installersand Repairers
e Electro-Mechanical Technicians
e Civil, Computer Software, and Electronics
Engineers
© Machinists

Do You Need A College Degree
to Get A Green Job?

Green Jobs are available to people with
different education backgrounds. While some green
jobs do require a college degree, many require on-
the-job training or specific, short-term training
courses. Green skills are usually built upon basic skills
thatyou need to do your job without any green tasks.
Additional education and training are tools to get you
the skillsyou need for agreen job.

There are over 100 universities, colleges, and training
institutions that provide education, training, and
apprenticeship opportunities for green jobs.

Sometimes you might need a certification for specific
green jobs. These can be traditional certifications,
such as a certified processional constructor, or green-
specific, such as a LEED certification.

Visit www.greenjobs.state.nm.us for a listing of
education programs and national certifications.

Will You Make More Money In A

Green Job?

Even with a wide range of skills and education
requirements, green jobs do tend to pay slightly
higher than other occupations. In 2009, workers in
green occupations made, on average, $22 an hour,
versus the $19 an hour average for all occupations in
New Mexico.

Will There Be Green Jobs In The Future?

There are going to be green jobs in the future and the
number of green jobs will grow. Based on national
studies, green jobs are projected to actually grow
fasterthan other jobs. Many high-growth jobsin New
Mexico are also considered some of the most green
jobs.
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